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• Interest-free fi nancing up to 84 months available
•22-100 HP,2WD & 4WD Models
•Heavy Duty cast-iron chassis
•Industry leading parts support
•98% of customers likely to recommend
•Japan Quality Medal Winner
•Deming Award Winner

NCI
Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

•FREE Estimates
www.nci-ins.com

Stop and see us at the 

Delaware 
County Fair

SMITH TRACTOR
0000 Street Name.Town Name
000.000.0000.dealersite.com

Save on MODEL XX
$000 PER MONTH*

Power Package includes
implement X & implement Z.

* With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.
† All offers expire April 30, 2015. 

SMITH TRACTOR
0000 Street Name.Town Name
000.000.0000.dealersite.com

Save on MODEL XX
$000 PER MONTH*

Power Package includes
implement X & implement Z.

Shown: 1533 4WD

* With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.
† All offers expire October 31, 2015. 

ENJOY ZERO DOWN, ZERO INTEREST, 
ZERO PAYMENTS TILL JANUARY 2016*

PAY           
 NOTHING
AND GET THE WORLD’S NUMBER 1
SELLING TRACTOR

2015

5542 Columbus Pike  Suite B 
(US 23 Just North Of Hyatt’s)

740-548-8135
Monday - Friday 10 AM-5 PM  Saturday 9 AM- 2 PM  Closed Sunday

www.ncipower.com

5542 Columbus Pike  Suite C 
(US 23 Just North Of Hyatt’s)

740-879-5086
Monday - Friday 10 AM-5 PM Saturday 9 AM- 2 PM Closed Sunday

www.firesidebynci.com

5542 Columbus Pike  Suite D 
(US 23 Just North Of Hyatt’s)

740-548-8125
Monday - Friday 10 AM-5 PM Saturday 9 AM- 2 PM Closed Sunday

www.nci-ins.com

Save on model #1533 gear 
with loader.

$293.05 per month, 
$1000.00 power package 

rebate available. 
See dealer for details.
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www.KellysWholesaleCarpet.com
2097 London Rd., Suite K, Delaware

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 9-12 • Closed Sun

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Call 740-417-4218

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Carpet Rolls • Remnants • Vinyls • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood • Laminates

GUARANTEED
INSTALLATION 
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Few home improvements can transform a 
home more than the installation of new 
siding. Replacing siding can be a costly 

venture, but the right siding will maintain its 
appeal for years to come.
Updated siding can improve home’s energy 
value by enabling owners to save on heating 
and cooling costs. A new design and color 
also can improve a home’s property value 
and set it apart from neighboring properties. 
According to the Professional Builder’s 
Home Exteriors Survey, exterior design and 
materials used are a top priority for new 
home buyers.
Project costs depend on the size of the home 
as well as which siding material homeowners 
choose. Considering new siding is a major 
renovation, it pays to get the job done right.

Choose a qualified contractor
It is important for consumers to do their 
research when it comes to siding materials 
and contractors. A contractor who takes 
shortcuts or improperly installs the siding 
may void a manufacturer’s warranty. 
Always ask family members and friends 
for recommendations before choosing a 
contractor, and check out each prospective 
contractor’s work for yourself. Interview more 
than one contractor and compare both their 
costs and what they offer. Ask plenty of 
questions of the contractors, and avoid those 
who try hard-sell methods. Questionable 
contractors may try strategies like a promise 
of a considerable discount if you “act now” or 
scare tactics that your home is unsafe in its 
present condition. 
Be sure the contractor carries general liability 
insurance as well as workers’ compensation 

insurance for their subcontractors. Ask for a 
license number as well and verify its accuracy.

Select a durable material
Siding comes in all types of materials — from 
wood to plastic to fiber cement — but vinyl 
is among the most popular due to cost and 
availability. Research how well particular 
brands of siding stand up to conditions and 
which are the least likely to crack, warp or 
discolor. Find this information from online 
reviews or through consumer advocacy 
groups. Also remember, vinyl and other 
synthetic materials have improved and can 
now mimic the look of many other materials 
for a fraction of the cost.

Calculate how much you need
Before you price out siding with contractors, 
estimate how much you will need for 
your house. Consumer Reports suggests 
multiplying the height times the width of each 
rectangular section of your house in feet, 
going by what you can measure from the 
ground, to determine their areas. Multiply the 
approximate height and width of gables and 
other triangular surfaces and divide each 
total by two. Then add all the totals. To allow 
for waste, don’t subtract for doors, windows 
or other areas that won’t be covered. Finally, 
divide the total square footage by 100 to 
estimate how many squares of siding you will 
need. 
A square represents 100 square feet. Knowing 
how much you need can save you money.
Vinyl siding can completely transform the look 
of a home and make it more energy efficient. 
Consumers who do their homework will get 
the best value for their investments.

Guide to replacing 
home siding Did You Know?

Feng shui is the practice of arranging a 
home or office environment so energy 
flows gently and smoothly throughout 
the building. Many homeowners adhere 
to elements of feng shui, the origins 
of which date back several thousand 
years, in an attempt to create a positive 
environment that is free of stress. The 
basis for feng shui is that everything in a 
given environment has an energy known 
as “chi.” Proponents of feng shui believe 
chi not only flows through the body but 
also through the environment. When a 
home environment negatively affects this 
flow, believers in feng shui feel this can 

lead to health problems, financial troubles or domestic strife. This is why 
feng shui adherents do not allow clutter to accumulate in their homes, as 
they feel clutter can stagnate energy flow. In addition, feng shui adherents 
avoid homes with long, dark hallways or poorly lit staircases, as they feel 
such areas negatively affect the flow of energy in a home.

Finding a qualified 
contractor is an 
important component 
to any siding project.
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Robin’s Custom Exteriors Offers High 
Quality Roofing and Siding Services

Robin’s Custom Exteriors 
serves customers in the Central 
Ohio Area with a wide range of 
home improvement services 
including roofing, siding, 
gutters, fencing and pole barns. 
We are dedicated to offering 
the best services at affordable 
rates.

Our Services:
	 •	Roofing 
	 •	Siding	
	 •	Gutters	
	 •	Fences
	 •	Deck 
	 •	Pole	Barns	&	Barn	Restoration

As a licensed, bonded and insured contractor in Delaware, OH, our 
professional team specializes in projects large and small for 
residential and commercial clients.

At Robin’s Custom Exteriors, we offer top quality services for 
everything from fence installations and barn restorations to roofing 
repairs and roofing replacements. Our reliable and experienced crew 
is dedicated to meeting and exceeding your expectations. Customer 
satisfaction is our top priority so call us today for a free estimate!

Call Robin’s Custom Exteriors 
today at 740-816-6440!

ROBIN’S
CUSTOM EXTERIORS

Factors to consider when 
planning a home offi ce

As technology has made working 
remotely easier, more and more 
professionals are working from home. 

Working from home can help working 
parents save money on childcare costs and 
help all workers avoid rush hour traffi c jams 
and the costs of commuting to and from the 
offi ce.
The right working environment is essential 
for men and women who work from home. 
An environment that’s conducive to work 
can help people increase their productivity 
and make their employers more likely to 
allow more employees to work from home. 
Professionals who are new to working from 
home may fi nd it takes some time before they 
can create the perfect working environment, 
but the following are a few factors to consider 
when planning a home offi ce.

SPACE
One of the disadvantages to working from 
home is that remote workers don’t have 
access to the same level of equipment as 
in the main offi ce, such as color copiers 
or scanners. If you want to include even 
scaled-down versions of such equipment 
in your offi ce, you will need ample space. 
In addition, less spacious home offi ces can 
feel too tight and enclosed, making workers 
uncomfortable and less enthusiastic about 
working every day. Pick a spot in your home 
that affords room for your equipment and 
the ability to move around so you don’t feel 
cramped throughout the workday.

LIGHTING
Lighting is another factor remote workers 
must consider when they’re planning their 
home offi ces. Natural light can provide an 
energetic boost and improve your mood, 
so choose a room in your home that gets 

lots of sunlight during the day. Many 
professionals who work remotely do so from 
the basements of their homes, which can 
make it diffi cult to rely on natural light. If the 
basement is the only location in your home 
that can fi t a home offi ce, look for lighting 
sources that replicate daylight so you are 
not working in dark quarters. Speak with 
your physician about how to arrange lighting 
to reduce eyestrain caused by staring at a 
computer.

CONNECTIVITY
Connectivity also must be considered when 
planning a home offi ce. While wireless 
Internet has made Internet dead zones less 
problematic, certain areas or rooms in your 
home may still be touch-and-go with regard 
to Internet connectivity. Such areas should 
be avoided when choosing a room for your 
home offi ce, as it can be diffi cult to remain 
productive if your connection to your offi ce’s 
external server is routinely compromised. 
Find an area where the wireless connection 
is always strong.

DISTRACTIONS
While your home might be empty for much of 
the day, you don’t want to be distracted when 
the kids come home from school or when 
your spouse or roommate arrives home from 
work. Avoid putting your home offi ce too 
close to popular hangout areas in your home, 
such as the kitchen and the living room. 
Instead, choose a room where you have lots 
of privacy so you can focus on your work and 
won’t be routinely interrupted.
Working from home can pay numerous 
dividends, but professionals who telework 
must put careful thought into the rooms or 
areas of their homes where they plan to 
work. 
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GO TO EXMARK.COM
FOR PROMOTION DETAILS MILLER LAWN & POWER EQUIP LLC

1299 HARDING HWY EAST | MARION, OH. 43302
740.382.9162

April 2016

THE WARRANTY
CLOCK

THE WARRANTY
CLOCK

“RESTART”“RESTART”

FINANCING 
FOR 

42 MONTHS

$300
gift card

LAZER Z E-SERIES 

• Easy-to-read operator diagnostics
• 8-gallon, single-point fuel tank
• Single-point height adjust
• Hydro drive system
• Rear Sloping ROPS

2359085

DALE HEWITT
CELL: 740-602-0170
OFFICE: 740-369-8920

P.O. BOX 753
DELAWARE, OH 43015

• PAINTING 
• WALLPAPER STRIPPING
• CARPENTRY

• BATH/KITCHEN REMODLEING 
• BASEMENT RENOVATIONS

Voted delaware’s 
Best Professional Painter 2015

40783458

Homes tend to be stuffi er in autumn and 
winter. As temperatures outside dip, 
windows are closed and air quality inside 

homes can suffer.
Poor indoor air quality can not only be 
uncomfortable, causing residents to experience 
headaches, dry eyes and nasal congestion, but 
also can be unhealthy. According to the American 
Lung Association, poor indoor air quality can 
cause or contribute to the development of 
infections, lung cancer and chronic lung diseases, 
such as asthma.
Though it’s not feasible or healthy to open 
windows when temperatures outside dip to near 
or below freezing, there are steps everyone can 
take to improve the indoor air quality in their 
homes.
Add to your décor with plants. Plants provide 
both aesthetic and practical appeal to a home’s 
interior. Houseplants can clean and purify the 
air in a home, helping to remove formaldehyde, 
benzene and other toxins that can make indoor 
air unhealthy to breathe. Benzene is an irritant 
that can cause dizziness, headache, nausea, 
and blurred vision, among other side effects. 

Formaldehyde, which is often found in homes 
thanks to its widespread use in a range of 
products, can cause watery eyes, nausea and 
wheezing.
Watch what you are lighting up. Many 
homeowners know that smoking indoors 
drastically reduces indoor air quality, putting even 
nonsmokers at heightened risk of developing 
various respiratory ailments. Homeowners 
concerned about the indoor air quality in their 
homes should ban smoking inside, no matter 
how low temperatures dip outside. In addition, 
homeowners with wood-burning stoves 
and fi replaces should be especially diligent 
maintaining these features, as they can release 
harmful soot and smoke if they are not taken care 
of. Some people may also be allergic to incense 
and scented candles, so keep a watchful eye on 
residents and guests whenever you light candles 
or sticks of incense. If any symptoms of allergies 
appear, avoid lighting any more candles or 
incense, waiting until you can open the windows if 
you want to light any again.
Purchase an air purifi er. Air purifi ers are 
benefi cial year-round, helping to remove allergens 

and particles from a home. High-effi ciency 
particulate air fi lters, known as HEPA fi lters, 
are extremely effective at removing airborne 
particulates from the air inside your home. 
Pay attention to pets. Like their owners, pets 
tend to spend more time indoors during the 
winter. That means more fur and pet dander, 
the skin fl akes in an animal’s fur or hair that can 
trigger allergic reactions, is likely in your home 
during the winter than in the summer. To combat 
this, bathe your pets regularly in the winter, 
making sure to wash the animal’s bedding in hot 
water on a weekly basis as well.
Open the windows when possible. Winter does 
not typically provide many opportunities to open 
the windows, but you might get a few chances to 
let some fresh air in through the windows during 
winter. Make the most of these opportunities,
and when possible crack the windows when 
you’re cleaning so dust and other particles that 
kick up have a path outside of your home.
Clean interior air should be a year-round priority, 
but homeowners may have to go the extra mile to 
keep their homes’ interior air clean when winter 
arrives.

How to improve indoor air quality in winter
Plants can improve 
indoor air quality by 
helping to remove 
harmful irritants 
from the air.
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43 Years in Business Family Owned

Doors, Windows, Roofing, 
General Contracting, 

Custom Built Room Additions 
custom kitchens & baths” & 

“ all types siding”
www.conteremodelers.com

740-363-8101
7129 Waldo Delaware Rd

Windows for 

$399 Each
Triple Paned Installed

Compare with our competition

We Live, work and go to school here in Delaware

43 Years in Business
Family Owned

Doors, Windows, Roofing, 
General Contracting, 

Custom Built Room Additions
Custom Built Patio’s and Sunroom’s

www.conteremodelers.com
wdusaofcentralohio.com

7129 Waldo Delaware Rd
740-363-8101

40784333

Heating homes more effi ciently

With colder weather right around the 
corner, many homeowners are 
once again giving thought to their 

home heating needs and if it is possible to 
heat their homes more effi ciently.
The United States Department of Energy 
reports that more than half of the energy 
used in a typical home goes toward heating 
and cooling costs. With energy costs 
continually on the rise, many homeowners 
want to make the most of their heating 
systems and use the heat in the most 
effi cient manner possible.
A heating system is most effective when 
the home is free from drafts. Before 
investing in a new furnace or considering 
other drastic changes, determine if a 
few simple repairs can help your heating 
system perform more effi ciently. Check 
around doors and windows for drafts that 
could force heating systems to work harder, 
and seal any leaks you fi nd. This also will 
help in the summer when you are trying 
to keep the house as cool as possible. 
Determine if cold air is infi ltrating the home 
elsewhere, such as from around pipes 

leading to the outdoors. Caulking or foam 
insulation can remedy the situation.
Adding extra insulation in garages and 
attics also can help. The DOE says if 
insulation is less than R-30, the home 
probably can use more. If after increasing 
insulation your home still feels drafty, it 
may require additional insulation in the 
exterior walls.
Invest in a quality thermostat. Many modern 
room thermostats allow homeowners to set 
different temperatures for different times of 
day, and some even allow homeowners to 
establish a different heating schedule for 
the weekends. Programmable thermostats 
allow homeowners to keep their homes 
cooler when unattended or during sleeping 
hours. The heat can be programmed to 
turn on or increase in temperature when 
residents are expected to return home after 
school or work.
While homeowners are improving heating 
effi ciency, they should reverse the direction 
of ceiling fan blades. Having the blades 
spin clockwise will draw down the hot air 
that rises to the ceiling and allow it to better 

fl ow through the home.
In addition to these suggestions, 
homeowners can employ these other 
energy- and cost-saving measures.
Reuse oven heat. After cooking a meal in 
the oven, open the oven door and let the 
residual heat escape into the kitchen and 
the rest of the house. Note, it is not safe to 
heat a home with the oven, and the oven 
should be turned off before opening the 
door.
Add a little humidity. Moist air tends to 
hold heat better. Add some humidity to 
dry indoor air, particularly if the relative 
humidity of the home as measured 
with a hygrometer is below 25 percent. 
Houseplants and home aquariums can add 
some warm moisture to the air and reduce 
reliance on heat.
Limit use of exhaust fans. After 
showering or cooking, keep the exhaust 
fan on for as little time as possible so that 
warm air is not drawn out of the home.
Heating a home effi ciently means reducing 
drafts, programming the thermostat and 
making the most of other ways to warm up.

It is time to switch to a 
programmable thermostat to 
heat a home more effi ciently.

Selling a home can be exciting. 
Homeowners who made considerable 
fi nancial commitments when buying their 

homes may be anxious when the time comes 
to get returns on their investments, but selling 
a hope need not be so nerve-racking.
Buyers’ tastes often dictate their interest 
in a home. For example, no matter how 
immaculate homeowners may keep their 
colonials, such homes won’t appeal much 
to buyers looking for a traditional Cape Cod 
cottage-style home. But while you might not 
be able to change your home’s architecture 

to appeal to the masses, there are steps you 
can take to make your home more appealing 
to buyers whose dream home more closely 
resembles your own.
Address curb appeal. Curb appeal goes 
a long way toward creating a lasting fi rst 
impression, so homeowners can start by 
driving up to their homes and looking at them 
through the eyes of prospective buyers. 
Address the landscape if it needs some TLC, 
and power wash siding if it’s appearing a little 
dirty. Examine your driveway for cracks and 
consider installing a new surface if the existing 

one is more of an eyesore than eye-catching. 
Finally, clear the yard of toys and tools before 
nailing the “For Sale” sign into the ground, as 
a cluttered yard will give buyers the impression 
that you did not prioritize keeping a clean and 
presentable home.
Clear out the clutter. Some sellers stage 
their homes when putting them up for sale. 
But staging might not be an option for sellers 
who are still living in their homes and intend 
to do so until they fi nd buyers. If you can’t 
stage your home, then do your best to remove 
clutter, including extra pieces of furniture you 
might have accumulated over the years that 
can make rooms seem smaller. Box up any 
books that no longer fi t on bookshelves, and 
try to keep common areas like family rooms, 
hallways and kids’ playrooms as open and 
clean as possible so the rooms appear roomy 
and relaxing.
Let the light shine in. Dark homes are less 
appealing to prospective buyers, many of 
whom have no interest in living in caves that 
are void of natural sunlight. When showing 
your home, make sure all of the curtains are 
drawn  and the blinds or shades are up. If 
trees or shrubs outside windows are blocking 
natural light from getting inside, consider 
trimming them so your home appears sunnier 
and more inviting. Bright homes tend to feel 
more spacious, so fi x any light fi xtures that 

need fi xing and even add small lamps in 
rooms that could use some extra light.
Tackle that to-do list. It’s easy for a home’s 
residents to grow accustomed to certain minor 
problems, such as a doorknob that always 
sticks or a creaky kitchen cabinet door. But 
buyers might be turned off by too many of 
these minor problems and wonder if any larger 
and more expensive issues also went ignored. 
Before showing your home, address all those 
minor repairs on your to-do list. 
Selling a home can be exciting, and 
homeowners can take steps to make sure their 
home sale is successful and lucrative as well.

How to prepare your home for prospective buyers
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Service & Installation
1374 State Route 61, Marengo, OH  43334

LOCAL

419-253-9445
TOLL FREE

866-282-3769

Financing available with credit approval • www.alumcreekheating.com

OHIO LIC. #28305

* Not Valid With Any Other 
Offers or With PMA Contracts.

* Not Valid With Any Other 
Offers or With PMA Contracts.

419-253-9445
Service & Installation

866-282-3769

Converting garages into livable spaces

Many people decide to upgrade from 
their apartments or condominiums out 
of a need for more space. But even 

after moving into a new home, homeowners 
may soon begin to outgrow the room they 
have. 
Rather than looking for a new home, some 
homeowners consider expansion. Expanding 
a living space can be expensive, and a more 

affordable option may be converting existing 
basement or garage space into something 
more livable. Garages already are built on 
a foundation, have four walls and a roof 
overhead, so a garage-conversion project is 
merely a matter of turning this utilitarian area 
into a living space.
Before beginning the renovation, homeowners 
should consider the benefi ts versus the cost 

of converting the garage. For those who are 
planning to grow old in a house, a garage 
conversion can be a worthy investment. But 
those who intend to sell their homes rather 
than retire in them may learn that a converted 
garage can affect home value and make 
it less desireable at resale. Compare your 
home to others in the area and see what your 
neighbors have done. If converted garages 
are the norm where you live, your own 
renovation may fi t in with others.
Always apply for the proper permits and learn 
the zoning laws to see if a garage conversion 
is acceptable in your town or city. It’s best to 
go by the book so that work can be done in a 
proper manner and be inspected for safety.
Many homeowners hope their garage-
conversion projects will make their garages 
seem like a seamless part of the rest of 
the house. To do so, you will need to 
remove evidence the space was once a 
garage. Slab fl oor will need to be raised 
and insulated. Walls also will need to be 
insulated and fi nished to improve comfort and 
soundproofi ng. Many garages do not have 
windows, so for the garage to function as a 

renovated space, windows may need to be 
added.
One of the biggest transformations will 
come by way of modifying the garage door 
entry. Some homeowners prefer to leave the 
existing door so that the home still has the 
appearance of a garage from the curb, while 
others remove the garage door and rebuild the 
exterior wall so that it has a window or another 
architectural element. An architect can help 
suggest design elements that will camoufl age 
the original garage look and make the space 
seem like it was always part of the main living 
area of the home.
Landscaping work also can minimize the 
appearance of an old garage. Rather than 
having the driveway end at the wall of a home, 
shrubbery, pavers and other techniques can 
blend the garage renovation into the rest of 
the yard design.
Transforming a garage into a living space can 
add several hundred square feet to a home. 
Hire a reputable contractor and follow the 
municipal guidelines for modifying the space 
to ensure the job is done right.

Did You Know?
A fl at roof is more prone to leakage than other roofs, so homeowners 
may need to routinely inspect their fl at roofs for any areas of water 
penetration. Another way to prevent leaks is to install gutter systems 
correctly. Gutters should not be hung completely level, but angled 
toward the roof’s downspouts and drains. This angle will better facilitate 
water fl ow.
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Haunted Village
Petting Zoo (enjoyed by kids and adults!)

Balloon Art
Pumpkin Painting

Face Painting
Saffire Dragons (reptile collection)

Food Vendors

Oakland’s 35th
Annual Fall Festival!

October 10 & 11!FALL FESTIVAL SAVINGS!!
Valid October 8 – 18, 2015

Save 33-50% OFF
The Regular Price on Select Garden Items

& Select Plant Material

Please call the store at 740-369-5454
for more details about our Fall Festival.

Sales, door prizes, all-you-can-carry pumpkins,
special guests, & festivities!

Festivities include:

www.oaklandnursery.com
25 Kilbourne Rd., Delaware • (NW corner Rt. 36/37 & Kilbourne) • 740-369-5454

OPEN YEAR ROUND Business Hours: Monday-Saturday 8am - 7pm, Sunday 9am-6pm

• Fall Decorations—pumpkins, gourds,
   Indian corn, straw & other seasonal items
• Garden Mums & Perennials
• Complete Gardening Lines
• Exotic Plants – indoor & outdoor varieties
• Shade & Ornamental Trees
• Flowering Shrubs
• Evergreens
• Fertilizer, Mulch & Grass Seed
• Home Decor, Gifts & More!


