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Purchase
 Standard 

Gift Certifi cates 
Online at:

  www.TheHairStudioandSpa.com

SCIOTO SHOE MART
Your Supermarket of Shoes!

206 James Way, Marion • 740.389.5775
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30am-8:00pm Fri-Sat: 9:30am-7:00pm Sun: 1:00pm-5:00pm

www.sciotoshoemartmarion.com

VIP
Just For The Holidays

After Hours Private Sale

Call & Reserve your “Special Time”
Group of 10 or more.

Factories, Churches, Organizations, Etc...

20% OFF Regular Price Storewide
Refreshments for your group.

FREE Giftwrap. 
Call about our VIP Services Details.

The holiday season is a busy 
time of year dominated by social 
engagements. Many people fi nd the 

hectic pace of the holiday season makes it 
challenging to  eat healthy, especially since 
so many holiday parties include desserts and 
high-calorie foods.
Various studies suggest holiday weight gain 
is common, though holiday revelers may not 
be gaining as much weight as they think they 
are. The New England Journal of Medicine 
found that while people’s perceived holiday 
weight gain hovers between zero and 6.7 
pounds, in reality most people gain just under 
1 pound during the holiday season. Though 
that may not seem like a lot, according to 
researchers at the National Institutes of 
Health, many people never lose the weight 
they gain during the winter holidays. The 
pounds add up year after year, making 
holiday weight gain a signifi cant contributor to 
adult obesity.
The holiday season does not need to derail a 
healthy lifestyle. Consider these tips to avoid 
extra pounds come the holiday season.

Eat before you go shopping. Leaving 
the house hungry may tempt you to make 
impulse food purchases that can compromise 
healthy diets. It’s easy to grab a quick 
convenience item at the food court or from a 
vending machine. However, eating a snack 
before you leave will alleviate hunger and 
you can control the foods that go into your 
body.
Make smarter food choices. When visiting 
a holiday party buffet line or grabbing an 
on-the-go snack, think about the foods 
you choose. Look for low-calorie items 
that will still fi ll you up. Proteins, complex 
carbohydrates and vegetables are good 
choices. Avoid creamy dips and dressings, 
and if you want to try something fried or 
cheese-laden, do so only sparingly.
Be selective with sweets. Sweets are 
readily available during the holiday season. 
Rather than fi lling up your plate with a little 
“bite” of each dessert you want to try, select 
your favorite and then enjoy a reasonable 
portion.

Limit sampling while cooking. If you are 
entertaining others, cut down on tasting while 
you prepare the meal. Those calories can 
add up without you knowing it, and soon 
you’ve eaten
an entire portion even before the festivities 
begin.
Pack healthy snacks. It’s always a good 
idea to have healthy snacks at the ready to 
tame random hunger pangs. Bring a favorite 
treat with you while shopping or if you will 
be visiting others. This helps you control 
your portion size and can keep you from 
overeating.
Mind your drinks, too. Many beverages, 
including alcoholic beverages and sweetened 
soft drinks, are high in calories. A single 
serving of wine can have anywhere from 
100 to 300 calories. It’s easy to lose count of 
caloric intake when indulging, but opt for low-
calorie drinks or water whenever possible.
Increase your level of physical activity. 
Find ways to remain physically active during 
the holiday season. Park further away from 

mall entrances so you can walk a greater 
distance and burn more calories. Take a few 
extra laps around the mall. Opt for the stairs 
instead of the elevator or escalator. If you’re 
at a party with upbeat music, get on the 
dance fl oor and work off some calories.
Holiday weight gain may seem like an 
inevitability. However, with some forward 
thinking and smart choices, holiday 
celebrants can prevent weight gain this 
holiday season.

Holiday buffets and eating out can 
contribute to unwanted weight gain 
during the holiday season.

Avoid holiday-related weight gain
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Welcome to our diner — a place people call HOME!

Stop in and pick up gift cards 
for your holiday giving.

Visit us on (use Facebook for details on our 
Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner!

16 North Sandusky Street | Delaware • 740-369-3850
hamburgerinndiner.com  •  facebook.com/thehamburgerinn

HILBORN 
INSURANCE

77th

Established 1938

42 North Sandusky St. 
Delaware, Ohio 43015

(740) 369-9641

Established 1938

42 North Sandusky S
Delaware, Ohio 

(740) 369-9Jack Hilborn
40929684

78th Year Serving Delaware County

46 North Sandusky Street
Delaware, Ohio 43015
740-368-8572

Helping Santa for more than 11 years!

Hours: Mon-Thurs. 10am-8pm • Fri & Sat 10am-10pm 
• Sunday 1pm-6pm

2 Walk In Humidors 
Pipes & Accessories

Gift CertifiCates available

For those people who don’t know a 
box cutter from a box saw, shopping 
for men and women who like to get 

their hands dirty around the house can be 
a diffi cult task. Home improvement projects 
are complex undertakings that often involve 
the use of complex tools, and novices may 
be lost in the proverbial woods as they look 
for gifts for their loved ones who can’t wait 
to swing hammers around the house.
Though there’s always an element of risk 
when shopping for gifts for loved ones, the 
following hints might help shoppers with no 
knowledge of home improvement projects 
fi nd gifts that will please their favorite 
handyman.
Take inventory of his or her existing 
tools. When shopping for the DIY 
enthusiast in your family, try to take 
inventory of his or her tool chest before 

beginning your search. Make note of any 
tools that look new, checking those off 
your shopping list, and any that look like 
they need replacing. Use your phone to 
photograph any unfamiliar tools that you 
might want to replace so you know what to 
look for when visiting the hardware store. 
Think of what your relative likes to do 
most. The family handyman may have 
a particular area of home improvement 
expertise or something he or she is 
especially passionate about. Does your 
loved one prefer to work in the garden? Is 
he into woodworking and making decorative 
items for the house? Think of what he 
or she likes to do most and then look for 
something that will make that hobby more 
enjoyable. While multipurpose tools might 
make for welcome gifts, something more 
specifi c to his or her particular passion may 
make an even better gift.
Think outside the (tool)box. While new 
tools might make a handyman’s day, they 
are not the only items that make great 
DIY gifts. Consider enrolling your loved 
one in an advanced class so he or she 
can learn more about a favorite hobby. Or 

gift a magazine subscription so he or she 
can stay abreast of the latest DIY trends 
and topics. Such gifts are great options for 
shoppers hesitant to purchase potentially 
costly tools that may or may not be hits with 
their relatives.
Speak with a professional. If you can’t 
access your loved one’s workshop or simply 
don’t know what he or she might want, ask 
a local contractor for gift recommendations. 
For example, a carpenter might know just 
what will elicit a smile from woodworking 
enthusiasts, while landscapers might be 
able to suggest items for gardening or lawn 
care enthusiasts. Advancements are always 
being made in the home improvement 
industry, and those people who make 
their living in that industry might be great 
resources as you try to fi nd the go-to gift for 
your loved one.
Finding a gift for the family handyman 
might be diffi cult for shoppers with no 
DIY experience of their own. But a little 
forethought and perhaps some professional 
assistance can be just what shoppers need 
to fi nd gifts their loved ones will cherish for 
years to come.

How to fi nd great gifts 
for the family handyman
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www.KellysWholesaleCarpet.com
2097 London Rd., Suite K, Delaware

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 9-12 • Closed Sun

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Call 740-417-4218

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Carpet Rolls • Remnants • Vinyls • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood • Laminates

GUARANTEED
INSTALLATION 

AVAILABLE
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How to navigate 
return policies

Be sure to understand a store’s return and exchange 
policy before making a holiday gift purchase.

The holiday season is rife with 
merriment and gift-giving. Shoppers 
flock to stores in an effort to find the 

ideal gifts for everyone on their lists. While 
shoppers hope the presents they select 
will be well-liked, many know that not 
every gift will be the perfect fit. 
It’s in shoppers’ best interests to 
familiarize themselves with store return 
policies to avoid being stuck with 
unwanted purchases or losing money on 
exchanges. Knowledge of store policies 
also is useful information to pass on to 
gift recipients, so that they will be able to 
realize the full benefit of their gifts should 
something need to be replaced.
Shoppers who anticipate a loved one 
returning their gift would be wise to always 
include a gift receipt with gifts. Some 
stores offer only store credit to people who 
return gifts without  receipts, while others 
may not allow non-receipt returns at all. 
In addition, some retailers only offer non-
receipt refunds that are equivalent to the 
lowest recent sale price.  
Consumers can arm themselves with this 
information and take a proactive approach 
to holiday shopping.
Visit the customer service desk 
and ask for the complete return and 
exchange policy. Study the policy to 
understand how exchanges or refunds are 
handled.

Think about purchases before making 
them, which may cut down on the number 
of exchanges or returns necessary.
Keep all receipts in a safe place. Opt 
for emailed receipts whenever possible, 
as such receipts may be easier to catalog 
and less likely to go missing.
Ask for gift receipts if you are uncertain 
if the gift recipient will like the gift or you 
aren’t sure on sizing or fit. Attach this 
receipt to a tag so it does not get lost 
during wrapping.
Visit the return desk during off-peak 
hours, such as dinnertime or early in the 
morning, when employees will be less 
harried and better able to work with you 
on facilitating exchanges.
Make purchases on store credit cards 
or other credit cards. Doing so may 
make the purchases easier to track if the 
receipt goes missing.
Shop at retailers with notoriously good 
return policies. Money magazine and 
GOBankingRates say that Nordstrom; L.L. 
Bean; Bed, Bath & Beyond; JC Penney; 
and Costco have the most generous 
return policies. 
Returns and exchanges are a part of 
holiday giving. Consumers who educate 
themselves on stores’ return policies 
can make the holiday season easier for 
themselves and their loved ones.
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When shopping for holiday gifts for children, shoppers 
can easily be overwhelmed by the many toys, 
electronics, apparel and other items available for kids. 
Those who may not be up-to-date on the latest trends 
may even fi nd shopping for kids a bit like solving a 
diffi cult puzzle. 
While some shoppers may want to get kids the 
fl ashiest toy, others may prefer gifts that are both fun 
and mentally stimulating. Developmental toys and 
educational games for kids make for popular gifts. Toy 
and game manufacturers continue to develop products 
that integrate logic, reasoning, language stimulation, 
and motor skill development. Shoppers looking for 
fun, educational toys and games for the kids on their 
shopping lists have a host of items to choose from. 
Building blocks: Blocks that enable children to 
design and construct are popular among youngsters 
of various ages. Blocks come in many different forms, 
from early education wooden blocks that fi ll nursery 
fl oors to the more intricate, interlocking building sets 
that are coveted by older children. 
STEM toys: Some of the latest trends in children’s 
toys veer away from regular video games and apps 
and cater to the rising interest in STEM. STEM 
is an acronym for science, technology and math. 
Early introduction to STEM-related skills can pay 
dividends later in life, considering students who 
have an emphasis on STEM knowledge are highly 
coveted among employers. STEM toys may include 

robot-building kits, toys that help young learners test 
the boundaries of physics, apps that help kids learn 
computer programing, and even scientifi c experiment 
kits that illustrate cause and effect.
Sensory toys: Young children can benefi t from 
toys that stimulate the senses. Items to consider 
include water toys, sands (including the newer kinetic 
varieties), playdoughs, musical instruments, and 
bubbles. Even food-related toys, such as those that 
encourage baking or cooking, will appeal to various 
senses and can help kids learn valuable skills.
Imaginative play toys: Imaginative play is an 
effective way to stimulate creative thinking and may 
help children become better learners. The Creativity 
Institute, specializing in toys for creative play, says 
playing is important to children and the way they 
practice growing up. According to an article by Dr. 
Scott Kaufman that appeared in Psychology Today, 
“Systematic research has increasingly demonstrated 
a series of clear benefi ts of children’s engagement 
in pretend games from the ages of about two and 
one half through ages six or seven.” Dress-up toys, 
puppets, dolls, action fi gures, and toys that mimic real-
life activities are all examples of products that promote 
imaginative play.
Educational toys can be included on holiday gifting 
lists. Not only will they encourage children to play 
and have fun, but they’ll serve as building blocks to a 
lifetime of learning as well.

Select 
educational 
gifts for children



HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE Delaware Gazette & Sunbury News6    Winter 2016

60 N Sandusky Street  •   740-363-1284     ‖   1940 St. Rt. 37 W   •    740-363-1233  ‖      Delaware, OH     43015    ‖       www.fidfedsl.com  

                                                      Serving your banking needs for all generations 

 It starts with your first  savings account. 
 

Then that first car and home purchase. 
 

 Finally planning for those Retirement years, 
 

Community Banking at its best! 

Holiday Savings Account Special
Open your account with as little as $25!
Receive a Fidelity Piggy Bank gift*.

$25 minimum balance 
to earn interest.

Interest compounded daily 
& credited quarterly.

Open in person or at 
www.fidfedsl.com.
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60 N Sandusky Street  •   740-363-1284     ‖   1940 St. Rt. 37 W   •    740-363-1233  ‖      Delaware, OH     43015    ‖       www.fidfedsl.com  

                                                      Serving your banking needs for all generations 

 It starts with your first  savings account. 
 

Then that first car and home purchase. 
 

 Finally planning for those Retirement years, 
 

Community Banking at its best! 

• eStatements available.
• $25 minimum balance to avoid monthly service charge.
• Account must remain open 90 days to avoid early 
close-out fee.
• To be eligible to open a savings account, you must reside 
within 
   Delaware County or its contiguous counties: Franklin, 
Knox, Licking, Marion, Morrow or Union.

*Offer expires 12/31/16

Music.
Learn the art of music one step at a time. 

Lessons available for all ages and all 
instruments. We also offer rentals, 

consignment and musical accessories.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

27 West William Street, Suite B, Delaware

740-972-8244
DelawareMusicAcademy.com

Call or stop in today.

The Gift that Keeps on Giving.

Holiday shopping is an annual tradition 
for many people. But while it may be 
customary to exchange gifts with loved 

ones during the holiday season, how those 
gifts are purchased has changed dramatically 
over the last decade and a half.
Thanks to advancements in technology, many 
holiday shoppers get their shopping done 
without ever setting foot in malls or shopping 
centers. And data indicates more and more 
shoppers are using their smartphones to do 
their holiday shopping. According to Nielsen 
Mobile Measurement, the number of mobile 
shoppers in December 2014 rose to 138.1 
million users, an increase of nearly 14 million 
users from the same period just a year earlier. 
And mobile shoppers averaged nearly a full 
hour more shopping on the Web from their 
mobile phones in 2014 than in 2013.
Convenience often drives shoppers’ decisions 
to use their mobile phones during the holiday 
season. But it’s important that shoppers not 
sacrifice security for the sake of convenience. 
Those who want the best of both worlds 

this holiday season can take several steps 
to protect their personal information while 
shopping on their smartphones.
Only use shopping apps with which you’re 
comfortable. Downloading an app only takes 
a few seconds, and some shoppers are so 
used to downloading apps they may not 
realize just what they’re downloading. Before 
installing an app on your phone, familiarize 
yourself with the app and what it requests of its 
user. Some apps ask users for a considerable 
amount of personal information, even though 
there is no legitimate reason for them to 
have that information. If you’re uncomfortable 
with apps that require you to allow access to 
your location and other potentially sensitive 
information, don’t download the app.
Sign out when you stop using an app. It 
may be convenient to stay signed in to an app 
at all times, but that can leave you vulnerable 
to hackers and/or thieves. Many apps store 
users’ credit card numbers so shoppers don’t 
have to enter such information each time they 

make a purchase. If you stay signed in to an 
app at all times, hackers who access your 
smartphone can then access your credit card 
information, as can thieves should your phone 
be stolen. Signing out when you finish using an 
app provides an extra measure of protection.
Turn off automatic connections. Many 
smartphones enable users to automatically 
connect to nearby Wi-Fi networks so they can 
seamlessly access the Internet regardless 
of where they are. However, some Wi-Fi 
networks are fraudulent, and you may 
unknowingly be transmitting sensitive data  
through such networks when you automatically 
log on. Disable automatic connections, only 
logging on to secure Wi-Fi networks when out 
in public.
Browse but don’t buy. Shoppers who are 
especially concerned about smartphone 
security may want to use apps and their 
smartphone’s Internet connections to browse 
rather than buy. Avoid logging into apps or 
websites when using your smartphone, instead 

browsing deals and jotting them down on 
the phone’s notes app. You can then make 
purchases once you gain access to a secure 
network, such as the one at your home or 
office.
Holiday shoppers are increasingly turning to 
their smartphones to do their holiday shopping. 
While the convenience of such devices may be 
unrivaled, consumers must prioritize security 
over expediency.

Be smart when 
shopping on your phone
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OOTTHHEERR  HHOOLL IIDDAAYY   EEVVEENNTTSS
Come See Santa
& The Grinch
Weekends Only
Nov. 24 - Dec. 16
12pm -4pm

Live Music 
on the weekends
with Meeks Quartet,
Karen & Bill, Golden
Violin Players, & White Lily Singers
Starting the weekend of Dec. 2

Holiday Workshops
• Ornament Painting, Saturdays & Sundays,

Nov. 24 - Dec. 23 from 12-4PM (Fee $2.00)
• Holiday Gift Wrapping Demonstration, Saturday,

Dec. 8 @ 10am. This special gift wrapping idea session is FREE!

• Holiday Centerpiece Workshop, Saturday,
Dec. 22 @ 10am (Fee $25)

– CALL FOR MORE INFO –

Free Chili!
Weekends,

Dec. 8 thru 16
Ice Sculpting

Dec. 8

23
39

36
4

Fresh Bundles
of Greens
from 99¢

Poinsettias
from

$3.99

Family
Fun!
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12pm -4pm
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on the weekends
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Karen & Bill, Golden
Violin Players, & White Lily Singers
Starting the weekend of Dec. 2

Holiday Workshops
• Ornament Painting, Saturdays & Sundays,
Nov. 24 - Dec. 23 from 12-4PM (Fee $2.00)

• Holiday Gift Wrapping Demonstration, Saturday,
Dec. 8 @ 10am. This special gift wrapping idea session is FREE!
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Family
Fun!

Visit Santa’s
Wonderland!!

Experience lights, music,
and plush characters. 

Open daily through the Holiday 
season starting Nov. 26

OOTTHHEERR  HHOOLL IIDDAAYY   EEVVEENNTTSS
Come See Santa
& The Grinch
Weekends Only 
Nov. 30 - Dec. 15 
12pm -4pm

Live Music 
on the weekends
Starting the weekend 
of Nov. 30

– CALL FOR MORE INFO –

Free Chili!
Weekendsstarting Nov. 30

Ice Sculpting
Dec. 7

Door 
Prizes!25% OFF

In-Store
Merchandise

Kids’ Activities on the weekends!
Starting the weekend of Nov. 26

Come See Santa 
Weekends Only!

Starting Nov. 26 from  12 pm – 3:30 pm
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of Greens
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Family
Fun!

Free Chili& PoPCorn!Weekends starting Nov. 26

This Holiday Season 
at Oakland Nursery

holiDAY oPen hoUSe!!!
Save 25% oFF

in-Store Merchandise!
Sale valid Thursday, november 10 – Sunday, november 20!

holiday open house Weekend:
Saturday & Sunday, nov. 12 & 13!

enjoy door prizes and holiday lights & music!

40822167

www.consolidated.coop.

You can buy a Holiday Utility Gift (HUG) and 
credit the utility account of any Consolidated
Electric member. They can be purchased in 
any denomination of $25. Please be prepared 
to provide the name and address of the HUG 
recipient when making your purchases. You 
can stop by and pick up a form at either the
Mt. Gilead or Delaware office. Or you can 
download and print a form from our Web site:

Did you know?
As holiday shopping season kicks into high gear, 
retailers who use apps and mobile responsive 
websites to reach more customers may benefit by 
making a concerted effort to reach older shoppers. 
According to Nielsen’s Mobile Measurement, 
26 percent of the more than 100 million mobile 
shoppers are 55 and older, while an additional 
40 percent are between the ages of 25 and 44. 
Those figures might surprise some retailers who 
are quick to associate mobile shopping with digital-
native Millennials. Nielsen’s Fourth-Quarter 2014 
Mobile Multicultural Insights report even noted that 
Hispanics are more inclined to shop via mobile 
than non-Hispanic, white smartphone owners. 
Retailers may also be interested to know that more 
and more shoppers are turning to apps instead of 
websites to do their shopping. Between the fourth 
quarter of 2013 and the fourth quarter of 2014, 
Nielsen reports that 101.4 million smartphone 
users accessed a shopping app. By the fourth 
quarter of 2015, that figure had risen to 109.9 
million users.
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• Gift Baskets
• Gift Box 

• Mailers to 
Friends & Family 

Nationwide.
• Apples/Fresh Cider

Lawrence Orchards • 740-389-3019
2634 Smeltzer Rd. Marion, Oh 43302

Coffeeology
Espresso Bar  .   Antiques  .   Retail for Home  &  Lifestyle

Stop in and try a unique handcrafted drink and 
browse through our eclectic collection of home 
furnishings, antiques, accessories, jewelry and 
home decor’.

43 N. Sandusky Street • Delaware  
740.417.9212  
Facebook.com/cole.dixonatcoffeeology

T-TH 10-6
FRI   10-8
SAT   10-6
SUN  12-5

+ +

Holiday shopping season 
typically begins the 
day after Thanksgiving 

and extends all the way to 
Christmas Eve. While that’s a 
considerable amount of time 
for shoppers to fi nd gifts for 
everyone on their shopping 
list, many people will still fi nd 
themselves putting holiday 
shopping off until the
last minute.
In certain ways, last-minute 
holiday shopping is easier 
than ever. Thanks to online 
retailers who can ship products 
overnight, men and women who 
delay their holiday shopping 
have more options at their 
disposal than they did before 
the arrival of the Internet. And 
unlike the days of yore when 
the best deals were largely 
exclusive to Black Friday, some 
shoppers fi nd that competition 
between online retailers and 
traditional brick-and-mortar 
stores is so great that deals can 
be found regardless of when 
they begin shopping. But while 
waiting until the last minute to 
begin holiday shopping may 
not be as risky as it used to be, 
shoppers may still benefi t by 
sticking to certain strategies so 
they can fi nd the perfect gifts 
without breaking

the bank.
Stay within your budget. 
Even last-minute shoppers 
have holiday shopping budgets. 
But it can be harder for last-
minute shoppers to stick to their 
budgets because they have less 
time to comparison shop and 
hunt for deals. As the holiday 
shopping season winds down, 
resist the temptation to go over 
budget. If a gift you had in mind 
is available but more than you 
can spend, look for something 
else. Overspending on holiday 
shopping in December is a 
recipe for debt in January, and 
no shopper wants to begin the 
new year weighed down by 
consumer debt.
Shop local. National chains 
and big box retailers are 
renowned for rolling out great 
deals during the holiday 
season, but such stores 
may have very limited or 
unimpressive inventory left by 
the time last-minute shoppers 
begin shopping. Local retailers 
are often incapable of slashing 
prices as signifi cantly as their 
larger competitors, and that 
may mean they have more 
extensive inventories available 
throughout the holiday shopping 
season. In addition, shoppers 
who stick with local retailers 

won’t have to pay shipping 
costs to ensure items arrive on 
time.
Shop during off-peak hours. 
Shopping during off-peak hours 
can help last-minute shoppers 
make effi cient use of the limited 
time they have to buy gifts for 
their loved ones. Visit stores 
early in the morning or late at 
night, or schedule a midweek 
afternoon shopping trip so you 
aren’t spending what little time 
you have left waiting on lines or 
hunting for parking.
Give something less 
traditional. Holiday gifts need 
not come from stores. Rather 
than spending their time 
shopping for gifts for loved 
ones who seemingly have it 
all, last-minute shoppers can 
give the gift of a donation in 
their loved one’s name. Last-
minute shoppers who want to 
give something more tangible 
can create a homemade gift 
that’s both unique and heartfelt. 
If your DIY skills are lacking, 
give a loved one the gift of a 
night out on the town at your 
expense.
Shoppers who wait until the end 
of the holiday shopping season 
to begin their searches for 
holiday gifts can still fi nd great 
gifts without going broke.

Last-minute
holiday shopping tips
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WARM WISHES &
GOOD CHEER!

May the season be filled with Dreams come true!

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company  
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783  ©2015  008897 – Rev. 3/15

Cassandra Converse Agency
44 E Winter St
Delaware, OH 43015
(740) 990-8208
cassandra.converse@amfam.com

May this season inspire your dreams.
WARM WISHES &
GOOD CHEER!

May the season be filled with Dreams come true!
Your dream is out there. Go get it. We’ll protect it.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company  
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783  ©2014  008897 – 06/14

Cassandra Converse Agency
42 E Winter St Ste 100
Delaware, OH 43015
(740) 990-8208
cassandra.converse@amfam.com

Cassandra Converse Agency
American Star Excellence
In Customer Experience 
44 E Winter St Ste 100
Delaware, OH 43015
(740)990-8208
cassandra.converse@amfam.com

WARM WISHES &
GOOD CHEER!

May the season be filled with Dreams come true!
Your dream is out there. Go get it. We’ll protect it.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company  
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783  ©2014  008897 – 06/14

Cassandra Converse Agency
42 E Winter St Ste 100
Delaware, OH 43015
(740) 990-8208
cassandra.converse@amfam.com

40
92

59
20

How to make gift wrapping easier

While holiday shoppers 
are often enthusiastic 
about fi nding great 

gifts for their loved ones, many 
are decidedly less excited about 
wrapping those gifts. Many 
holiday shoppers spend hours 
wrapping gifts each year, and 
as gift lists grow, so does the 
amount of time needed to get 
all of those presents wrapped, 
hidden, packaged and/or 
shipped. Shoppers can employ 
the following strategies to make 
the process go much more 
smoothly and to reduce gift wrap-
related anxiety.
Relearn the basics. Some 
people may think they know 
how to wrap gifts, only to realize 
it’s harder than it looks once 
the paper, scissors and Scotch 
tape comes out. Relearn the 
basics by viewing online tutorials 
prior to wrapping gifts so the 
lessons learned remain fresh in 
your mind. Learn how to wrap 
standard clothing gift boxes and 
recognize that such boxes can 
often be used to house oddly-
shaped items. 
Wrap as you buy. Instead 
of getting bogged down with 
wrapping all in one evening, wrap 
presents as you purchase them. 

This ensures that you don’t leave 
everything for the last minute 
and reduces the likelihood 
that curious kids or inquisitive 
spouses discover gifts before the 
big day.
Work on a hard surface. It may 
be tempting to lay everything out 
on your bed and wrap gifts while 
you’re binge-watching the latest 
Netfl ix series. But hard surfaces 
make the best places to wrap 
gifts. This ensures there won’t 
be any wrinkles in the paper and 
that you won’t lose supplies in 
the bedspread.
Rely on double-sided tape.
For that professional look, invest 
in some double-sized tape so 
you will not have any unsightly 
tape lines.
Keep all of your supplies 
together. Store wrapping paper, 
scissors, tags, tape, ribbons, and 
whatever else you may need 
to wrap gifts in one convenient 
location. This cuts down on time 
wasted hunting for supplies 
around the house. 
Draw on plain gift boxes. Make 
your own “wrapped gifts” by 
drawing or stenciling on plain gift 
boxes if you’re short on time.
Identify recipients by gift wrap. 

Designate one gift wrap for 
each person on your shopping 
list. This way you can easily 
distinguish one person’s gifts 
from another’s. This can keep 
things more organized when 
sorting and visiting with friends 
and relatives later on.
Keep gift bags on hand. Gift 
bags work in a pinch and make 
it easy to conceal gifts that are 
hard to wrap. Curious loved ones 
can easily peak inside gift bags, 
so be sure to wrap gifts in tissue 
paper before placing them in the 
bags. 
Less is usually more. Do 
not use too much paper when 
wrapping; otherwise, you will 
be left with bulky, sloppy folds. 
Before trimming the gift wrap 
from the roll, check that it 
overlaps the ends of the box by 
just a couple of inches. A sturdy 
paper will help you achieve 
crisper folds and prevent tears 
when wrapping. For the simplest 
wrapping design, try kraft paper 
(brown mailing paper), which 
can be dressed up with ribbons, 
cutouts or stamps.
The process of wrapping holiday 
gifts can go more smoothly when 
applying some time-tested tips 
and tricks.
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MILLER LAWN & POWER
1299 HARDING HWY E
MARION, OH 43302
740-382-9162

Winter is
Coming. Bring it
On!

Prices Starting
At

Chute, deflector and
anti-clogging system are
made of a durable, rust-
free sub zero material.

•

Ideal for large
areas/heavy snowfalls

•

Powerful Engines•

Promo price
$799.00

Power Max

Built to LastPower Clear 418
Starting at
$359.00

Clears snow down to
pavement

•

Conserves valuable storage
space

•

Easy for anyone to use•
Ideal for light/medium
snowfall

•

www.toro.com

See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer options.

MILLER LAWN &
POWER
1299 HARDING HWY E
MARION, OH 43302
740-382-9162

MILLER LAWN &
POWER
1299 HARDING HWY E
MARION, OH 43302
740-382-9162

Hassle-Free
Mowing From Your
Hassle-Free Dealer

User-Friendly
Features

Exclusive Toro V-Twin
Engine

•

Intuitive Steering Wheel•
Key Choice Mowing
System

•

Unique Smart Park
braking system

•

$4,299
TimeCutter zero turn tractor

Get More
Now with
FinancingTimeCutter MX zero-turn mower

$3,999
3-in-1 cutting system•
Automatic braking system•
Choose from Toro, Kawasaki or
Kohler engine options

•

Exclusive Smart Speed Control•
Fabricated deck provides added
strength and durability

•

Heavy-duty transmissions•

www.toro.com
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See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer options.

1299 Harding Highway East
Marion OH 43302

www.millerlawnpower.com
740-382-9162

See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. 
Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer options.

9/16/SPECIAL OH

SINCE 1968

WE SELL - BUY - TRADE
GUNS - AMMO - SCOPES 

KNIVES - MUZZLELOADERS  
ARCHERY - LIVE BAIT - TACKLE

100 Norton Rd.
Waldo, OH

740.726.2616 
Open 7 Days a Week!

Public Shooting & Archery Ranges 1 Mile from Store!

www.nortonsportinggoods.com

9/16/19 - OH

SINCE 1968

WE SELL - BUY - TRADE
GUNS - AMMO - SCOPES 

KNIVES - MUZZLELOADERS  
ARCHERY - LIVE BAIT - TACKLE

Public Shooting & 
Archery Ranges 

1 Mile from Store!

ARCHERY - LIVE BAIT - TACKLE

Public Shooting & 
Archery Ranges 

1 Mile from Store!1 Mile from Store!

100 Norton Rd.
Waldo, OH

740.726.2616 
Open 7 Days a Week!

www.nortonsportinggoods.com

Holiday shopping can be even more fun when it takes place with a group of girlfriends.

Make holiday shopping 
excursions special

As they fulfi ll the social obligations of 
the holiday season, many people 
fi nd themselves spending less time 

at home. Consumer Reports notes that 
individuals spend a great deal of time 
shopping for gifts come the holiday season. 
Americans engage in 15 hours of shopping 
on average, with women spending twice as 
long as their male counterparts (20 hours 
versus 10). In addition, the average person 
devotes 10 or more hours to wrapping and 
returning gifts.
Holiday shopping can monopolize people’s 
time away from home during the months 
of November and December, and some 
shoppers wonder how they become so 
disconnected from other activities, including 
family time, that they cherish throughout the 
rest of the year. One way to tackle holiday 
shopping without sacrifi cing time with family 
and friends is to make holiday shopping a 
social event.
Invite friends or family along. Recreate 
the days of your youth when it was fun 

to meet friends at the mall and scour the 
shops. Plan a meeting location and have an 
itinerary in place. Divide shopping lists so 
that everyone shares the task of shopping 
and fatigue doesn’t set in prematurely.
Make lunch or dinner part of the day. 
Incorporate refueling into your shopping 
plans. Failure to eat or drink can lead to 
hunger pangs and test shoppers’ patience, 
two factors that are seldom conducive 
to successful shopping. Having an end 
goal to meet friends or family at a nearby 
restaurant — even a dining location right 
within the mall — can inspire intrepid 
shoppers to get their work done promptly. 
Reward yourself for a job well done over a 
tasty meal and maybe a cocktail. Just be 
sure to indulge responsibly.
Break up the day with a fl ick. Many malls 
also play home to movie theaters. Plan 
your shopping around the movie schedule 
so you can take a two-hour break to rest 
and relax in the theater. Chances are you’ll 

come out of the fi lm relaxed, refreshed and 
ready to tackle the rest of your shopping 
list.
Make it a date night. The thought of 
shopping may not conjure up ideas of 
romance, but if time is short, couples can 
use shopping excursions as an opportunity 
to spend time together. Visit a coffee 

shop or a bar for a nightcap afterward 
and enjoy some one-on-one time. Parents 
can enlist the help of a babysitter to keep 
children entertained while they enjoy some 
uninterrupted time with each other.
Shopping fi lls the days leading to the 
holidays. Make the most of such excursions 
by inviting friends and family along.
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Shoppers across the country routinely 
make the holiday season one of the 
biggest spending periods of the year. 

American Research Group, Inc., said that in 
2015 the average predicted expenditure on 
gifts equaled $882, which was up from $861 
the previous year. 
Many holiday shoppers worry about whether 
or not they will have enough money for gifts, 
while others anticipate using credit cards 
or other fi nancing methods to stretch their 
abilities to spend even further. This can 
make the holiday season more stressful 
than it needs to be while affecting fi nances 
into the new year.
Budgeting for the holidays is a great way 
to keep spending in check. With these 
suggestions and shopping strategies, 
holiday shoppers can better manage their 
spending.
Look at spending from last year. The fi rst 
step to establishing a budget is to review 
spending from last year. See how much 
you allotted to each person and how much 
you actually ended up spending on those 
people. Did you go over or under? Think 
about the other ways you spent money, 
including on decorations, entertaining, etc. 
Once you have a clear picture of how you 
spent your money last year, you can start 
building a budget for this year.
Set limits on spending. You may want to 
be generous with everyone and go above 
and beyond, but overspending is impractical 
and can have some grave consequences. 
Many fi nancial planners recommend 
shoppers spend no more than 1.5 percent 
of annual income on holiday expenses, so 

establish realistic spending limits that won’t 
break the bank. 
Make lists of high-priority gifts. Select the 
gifts that have the most importance or those 
you want to buy the most, and budget with 
them in mind. Resist the temptation to buy 
extra items in an effort to make gifts look 
more impressive.
Keep track of spending. Be sure to keep 
receipts and maintain a log of all your 
holiday spending. You will not know if you 
are sticking to your budget if you do not 
keep a running tab of all your spending. 
Those receipts and spending records also 
will be handy to keep for next year when you 
have to establish a new budget.
Correct mistakes promptly. If you spend 
a little more than intended on one gift, make 
the proper adjustments the next time you go 
out shopping. Otherwise, those few dollars 
here and there can really add up.
Holiday shopping can be expensive 
if shoppers let things get out of hand. 
However, by establishing a budget based 
on prior purchases, and keeping track of 
spending, it’s much easier to stay afl oat this 
holiday season.

Smart ways
to budget for holiday gifting

740 362-9227
10 N. Sandusky St., Delaware, OH 43015

Hours: 7 days a week  11:00 AM to 10:00 PM

www.ohtyphoon.com

Typhoon Gift Cards Make the Perfect Holiday Gift!
Buy $25 in gift cards, get a $5 gift card FREE! • Buy $50 in gift cards, get $15 in gift cards FREE!

Offer valid 11/1/16 through 12/31/16.
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The Holidays Begin on
West Winter Street!West Winter Street!

Gibson the 
Florist

740-363-1394
19 W. Winter St., Delaware

Flowers, Gifts & Collectibles
For Every Occasion

Your Local Shop for 
Health, Mind and Body.

Pure-N-Simple
Unique Gift Items

Supplements and Natural Foods

 Family- and locally-owned and operated.

23 West Winter Street, Delaware, Ohio 43015
Stop in today!                (740) 369-8917

purensimple@frontier.com | www.purensimplestore.com

The place for people who truly love music!

• Central Ohio’s largest selection of classic records!
• Thousands of records, compact discs, tapes, books, posters, t-shirts, 
   stereo equipment and more!
• The largest and deepest selection of new and used vinyl and discs around!
• Low everyday prices!
• We stock what the big box stores won’t!

740-417-4776
11 W. Winter Street • Delaware, Ohio 43015

MON   12-6    T-TH    12-7
F-SAT  11-8   SUN     12-6

The place for people who truly love music!

Happy Thanksgiving!

14 W. Winter St., Delaware • 740-363-2867

Happy Thanksgiving!

14 W. Winter St., Delaware • 740-363-2867

We will be here to take care of you.
Thanksgiving Day, from 11am-5pm

40
93

41
73

HOURS: M-TH 7-6 | FRI 7-8 | SAT 8-5HOURS: M-TH 7-6 | FRI 7-8 | SAT 8-5

17 W. Winter Street 
Delaware

740-417-9406
Facebook.com/Choffeys

Happy Thanksgiving from your Baristas!

“Purely Decadent”
Coffee • Tea • Confections

11 1/2 W. WINTER ST.
(Off of “Short Cut Alley”)

Your local music shop for unique items!
Consignment • Instruments • Lessons 

Strumsticks
Cigarbox Kits

Ukuleles
Fishman and Pignose amps

Picks
Strings
Tuners 

and more
740-363-9283

Open 
Tues.-Fri.  

11-7 & 
Sat. 10-5


