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According to projections released in 
2015 by Harvard University’s Joint 
Center for Housing Studies, a growing 

number of people in the United States planned 
to renovate their homes in 2016. The report 
estimated that spending on remodeling and 
repairs in 2016 would climb 8.6 percent to 
$310 billion, a figure that is close to the peak 
reached in 2006.

While it is still too soon to tabulate all of 
the figures from 2016, a quick glance at the 
data indicates renovations have increased 
across the country. And one only need travel 
through communities to see a greater number 
of contractors and homeowners working on 
homes. 

Tackling any renovation project is an exercise 
in patience. Renovations can impede on daily 
activities and cause a certain level of upheaval 
in homeowners’ lives. Homeowners planning 
renovations also may find that they must have 
some wiggle room when it comes to both their 
budgets and their expectations. Remodeling, 
particularly with regard to older homes, may 
unveil unforeseen issues that only arise in the 
face of the renovation.

So what can homeowners expect during a 
renovation? The following are a few issues 
that might arise during home improvement 
projects.

Dirt and noise: Homeowners can count 
on dust, debris and noise throughout the 
renovation process. Dust appears when walls 
come down or go up, and construction teams 
typically erect temporary walls or tarps to 
contain the debris. Air filtering systems also 
can limit dust particles. Noise is unavoidable. 
If it becomes troublesome, arrange to be 
outside of the home when the bulk of the 
construction is taking place.

Delays or schedule changes: Even the 
best contractors cannot control every aspect 
of the job. They rely on subcontractors and 
vendors to do portions of the work. Materials 
may not always arrive on time, or they may 
fall short of homeowners’ expectations. 
This can push back the project schedule. 
Homeowners should hope for everything to 
be done on time, but it can be less stressful 
if homeowners anticipate delays and be a 
pleasant surprise if there are no delays.

Hidden issues: Contractors may uncover 
all sorts of issues that need to be addressed 

before a project can progress. Examples 
include the presence of asbestos (common in 
older homes), plumbing problems, incorrectly 
wired electrical systems, and leaks or 
moisture issues. These problems also can 
impact the cost of the project, so set aside 
some money in the budget for unforeseen 
expenses. Chances are you are going to 
need some extra money to handle a few 
surprises during the project.
It’s important to expect the unexpected when 
embarking on home renovations. Budgeting 
for hidden costs, expecting delays and coping 
with the upheaval to daily schedules are par 
for the remodeling course. However, the 
end result is often well worth the 
time and effort.

Expect the 
unexpected when 
renovating a home

Homeowners often discover 
hidden problems when delving 
into renovations. Budgeting for 
remediation can help remove some of 
the stress of unexpected delays and 
concerns.
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According to Realtor.com, spring is 
the busiest and best season to sell a 
home. While a good home can find a 

buyer any time of year, homeowners might 
find the buyers’ pool is strongest in spring 
and into summer. The reasons for that are 
many, ranging from parents wanting to move 
when their children are not in school to 
buyers wanting to move when the weather is 
most accommodating.
Because spring is such a popular time to 
sell a home, homeowners who want to put 
their homes on the market should use winter 
as an opportunity to prepare their homes for 
the prying eyes of prospective buyers. The 
following tips can help homeowners during 
the pre-selling preparation process.

1. Address the exterior of the home. 
Winter can be harsh on a home’s exterior, so 
as winter winds down, homeowners who want 
to sell their homes should make an effort 
to address anything that might negatively 
affect their homes’ curb appeal. A study of 
homes in Greenville, S.C., from researchers 
at Clemson University found that the value of 
homes with landscapes that were upgraded 
from “good” to “excellent” increased by 6 to 7 
percent. If it’s in the budget, hire professional 
landscapers to fix any problematic 
landscaping or address any issues that arose 
during the winter. Homeowners with green 
thumbs can tackle such projects on their own, 
but hiring professionals is akin to staging 
inside the home.

2. Conquer interior clutter. 
Clutter has a way of accumulating over the 
winter, when people tend to spend more time 
indoors than they do throughout the rest of 
the year. Homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market in spring won’t have 
the luxury of waiting until spring to do their 
“spring” cleaning, so start clearing any clutter 
out in winter, even resolving to make an effort 
to prevent its accumulation throughout winter. 
Just like buyers are impressed by curb appeal, 
they are turned off by clutter. The Appraisal 
Institute suggests homeowners clear clutter 
out of their homes before appraisers visit, 
and the same approach can be applied to 
open houses. Buyers, like appraisers, see 
cluttered homes as less valuable. In addition, 
a home full of clutter might give buyers the 
impression, true or not, that the home was not 
well maintained.

3. Eliminate odors. 
A home’s inhabitants grow accustomed to 
odors that might be circulating throughout 
the house. Pet odor, for instance, might not 
be as strong to a home’s residents as it is 
to guests and prospective buyers. Because 
windows tend to stay closed throughout the 
winter, interior odors can be even stronger 
come late-winter than they are during the 
rest of the year. A thorough cleaning of the 
house, including vacuuming and removal 
of any pet hair that accumulated over the 
winter, can help to remove odor. In the 
weeks leading up to the open house, bathe 
pets more frequently, using a shampoo 
that promotes healthy skin so pet dander is 
not as prevalent. Open windows when the 
weather allows so more fresh air comes into 
the home.
Spring is a popular and potentially lucrative 
time to sell a home, and homeowners who 
spend winter preparing their homes for the 
market may reap even greater rewards.

3 tips to prepare 
to sell your home

Eliminating pet odors, including those associated with pets, can help 
homeowners prepare their homes for prospective buyers.
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Homeowners unfamiliar 
with the appraisal 
process might not 

know if there is anything 
they can do to make the 
process go more smoothly. 
While certain variables 
involved in the appraisal 
process, such as location 
of the home and the value 
of surrounding homes, 
are beyond homeowners’ 
control, the Appraisal 
Institute recommends 
homeowners take the 
following steps before an 
appraiser visits their home.

Clean the house. A 
dirty home that is full 
of clutter will not make 

the best impression on 
appraisers. Dirty homes 
may be vulnerable to insect 
infestations that can lead to 
structural problems with the 
home. While a dirty home is 
not necessarily an indicator 
of infestations or a refl ection 
of a home’s value, a clean 
home will create a stronger 
fi rst impression with the 
appraiser.

Make any necessary 
repairs ahead of the 
appointment. Homeowners 
who have been putting off 
repairs should make them 
before the appraiser arrives. 
Homes with repairs that still 
need to be made will likely 

be valued less than similar 
homes with no such repair 
issues. Though repairs can 
be costly, investing in home 
repairs will likely increase 
both the appraisal and 
resale value of the home.

Obtain all necessary 
documents before 
the appraiser arrives. 
Homeowners who have 
certain documentation at 
the ready can speed up the 
appraisal process. Such 
documentation may include 
a survey of the house and 
property; a deed or title 
report; a recent tax bill; if 
applicable, a list of items 
to be sold with the house; 

purchase history of the 
home; and the original plans 
and specifi cations of the 
home.

Inform the appraiser 
about recent 
improvements. 
Homeowners can inform 
appraisers about any 
recent improvements to the 
home and the cost of those 
improvements. The value 
of home improvements with 
regard to a home’s appraisal 
value vary depending on a 
host of variables, but having 
such information at the 
ready can help appraisers 
make the most informed 
appraisal possible. 

Steps to take before 
an appraiser’s visit
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Is it time to update your 
home’s electrical system?
The invisible systems in a home often 

are taken for granted. When such 
systems are working as expected, 

daily life moves along smoothly. However, 
when a system goes awry, it can negatively 
impact routines and may create a dangerous 
home environment. This is especially true 
when something goes wrong with a home’s 
electrical system. 
Faulty wiring is a leading cause of residential 
fires. Many homeowners, particularly those 
who live in older homes, might be living 
in properties that have outdated electrical 
systems. The experts at Lowes ProServices 
state that having old wiring and/or insufficient 
amperage in a house can endanger residents. 
It also may damage appliances and make it 
difficult to sell a property in the future.
It can be difficult to gauge exactly when to 
overhaul an electrical system. Unless circuits 
routinely trip or lights often dim, homeowners 
may put off the work. But degrading wires or 
overextended circuitry can pose a fire risk, 
so it is best to address electrical systems 
promptly.
Home inspections may uncover electrical 
problems. Some homeowners may discover 
potential trouble while making renovations 
that require opening up walls or tearing 
them down, exposing the wires. Still other 
homeowners learn about electrical systems 
when they’re adding new, large appliances or 
other gadgets that consume more power than 
existing items. These devices may continually 
cause power outages in the house, such as 
tripping the circuit breaker or 
popping a fuse.
When it comes time to update the electrical 
system, it is always best to work with licensed 
and bonded electricians who have the 

expertise to work with electrical wiring without 
getting injured. This is not a do-it-yourself 
type of job since it requires specialized 
training. 
Electricians likely will recommend upgrading 
the electrical panel to bring more power 
from the utility poles into the home. This 
can include replacing the existing meter and 
circuit breaker box to allow it to handle more 
power or replacing items that are obsolete or 
dangerous. 
Many older homes are only capable of 
handling a minimum number of amps, 
utilizing just a few circuits. But nowadays, 
when homeowners have far more electronics 
in their homes than they once did, increased 
demand on electricity can overload a circuit 
(all of the outlets linked on one wire). Tripping 
a circuit breaker is a safety measure to 
prevent the wire from becoming overheated 
and causing a fire. However, in some old 
systems, the circuit breaker will not trip, and 
this can be problematic.
Rewiring a home is another step. Wire 
insulation can deteriorate over time, and new 
wires may be needed. This can be messy 
and time-consuming, but it’s a small price to 
pay for safety. When rewiring an electrician 
also may suggest new outlets. Many home 
building codes now require outlets with 
ground fault interruptors, or GFIs, in kitchens, 
bathrooms and other rooms exposed to 
moisture. Some older homes may not even 
have three-pronged outlets, so this will 
necessitate an update as well.
Electrical systems are the heart of a home, 
delivering power where it is needed. It is 
essential to keep such systems up-to-date 
so they can handle the power demands of 
everyday life. 
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The real estate market will always have 
its ups and downs, but real estate is an 
oft-profitable investment. Real estate 

investors do their investing for various reasons. 
Some see a house as a place to hang their 
hats for years and years, while others look at 
properties as nothing more than investments.
Buying a home with the intent to fix it up 
and resell it is called a “fix and flip.” In 
such situations, investors buy homes at 
below-market prices before refurbishing the 
homes with the goal of recouping their initial 
investment and then some when the homes 
are ultimately put back on the market. Flipping 
has become popular for both expert remodelers 
and novice investors. RealtyTrac®, the nation’s 
leading source for comprehensive housing 
data, noted in its “Year-End 
and Q4 2015 U.S. Home 
Flipping” report that 
5.5 percent of all 
single family home 
and condo sales 
during the year 
were flipped 
properties. 
This marked 
an increase 
from the 
same time 
the previous 
year. 

Investing in a fixer-upper requires a leap of faith 
and a vision of what the home can look like 
in the future. Turning a real estate lemon into 
lemonade requires certain skills and a good 
measure of patience. The following are some 
guidelines to get anyone started.

Don’t bite off more than you can chew. 
Make an honest assessment of your abilities 
and which renovations, if any, you can handle. 
If you are unskilled or inexperienced working 
with your hands, then it can be easy for an 
investment property to quickly become a 
money pit. Before purchasing a property, hire 
a trained home inspector to tour the home 
with you and point out all of the areas that will 
need renovation. With this list, begin getting 

estimates on how much money the work 
will entail. Determine if this fits with 

your budget or not. You do not 
want to invest so much that 

it exceeds what you could 
feasibly recoup when it comes 
time to sell.

Overlook cosmetic 
things when visiting 

properties. Cosmetic 
issues include all of 
the easily replaceable 
items in a home, 

such as carpeting, 
appliances, interior 
paint colors and 
cabinetry. Focus 
on the bones of 
the house — the 
architectural 
integrity and 
those little 
touches that you 
envision having a 
“wow” factor. 

Seek the help of experts. Some flippers 
think they’ll save the most money by doing 
all of the work themselves. This isn’t always 
the case. Professional architects, designers 
and contractors may help you save money. 
Contractors have an intimate knowledge of 
where to buy materials and may be able to 
negotiate prices based on wholesale or trade 
costs. In addition, experts can help you avoid 
common pitfalls because they’ve already done 
this type of work time and again. It’s smart to 
rely on expert advice, even if it means investing 
a little bit more. 

Save money by doing some work yourself. 
While the pros may tackle the more complex 
parts of a given project, such as rewiring 
electricity or changing the footprint of a home, 
you can still be involved. Ask to participate 
in demolition, such as taking down walls or 
removing old materials from the home. Such 
participation may be fun, and it can save you 
substantial amounts of money on labor. 

Recognize that not everything must be 
completely redone. Realize that, in some 
instances, a coat of paint and some new 
accents may be all you need to transform a 
space. For example, if kitchen cabinets are 
in good condition, see if they can be refaced 
or painted instead of replaced entirely. Install 
new door pulls/handles to add visual interest. 
Look for some ready-made items, such as 
bookshelves, instead of installing custom 
carpentry. 

Think about what the buyer wants and not 
what you want. Renovate with an eye toward 
prospective buyers’ needs. Keep things neutral 
and accommodating. Research the latest 
trends to understand what buyers might be 
seeking in a home. You want potential buyers 
to envision themselves moving right in. 
Renovating a fixer-upper takes time, but it can 
be a worthwhile project, and one that can help 
anyone turn a profit in a booming real estate 
market.

How to transform a fixer-upper
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Budgeting home 
improvement projects
Home improvements can add value and 

aesthetic appeal to a home. However, to 
reap the rewards of a remodeled room, 

home addition or any home improvement project, 
homeowners will have to invest both their money 
and their time. Establishing a project budget can 
be helpful and prevent overspending. According 
to Visually, a marketing information service, 
nearly half of the homeowners surveyed said the 
cost of their renovation projects did not exceed 
their budgets. However, more than one-third of 
those surveyed reported going over budget on 
their projects. To keep costs down, consider 
hiring a contractor. He or she will have industry 
contacts and may be able to get materials at a 
lower cost. While you will pay for labor, working 
with a contractor greatly reduces both the 
time spent on the project and the risk of costly 
mistakes being made. In addition, think about the 
way you fi nance the renovations. Industry experts 
have found that homeowners who fi nance their 
home improvement projects with lines of credit 
end up spending more money on average than 
those who use their savings to fund projects. 
While it may be tempting to take out a line of 

credit for a home improvement project, spending 
only money you already have may be the more 
responsible route to take. 

Painting is one of the easiest and least 
expensive ways to transform the look of 
a space. Paint colors can dramatically 

change the mood and the design of a home. 
And depending on a homeowner’s goals, 
paint can make a statement or blend into the 
background. 
Many people are now looking to bold colors 
to make spaces stand out. But choosing a 
paint color can be challenging. Homeowners 
looking to update walls and complement 
decor may want to look at some of the more 
impactful colors that Pantone indicates will 
be popular for the 2017 season. Primrose  
Yellow, Lapis Blue, Flame, Pink Yarrow, and 
Greenery are some of the more eye-catching 
selections. Once colors are selected, consider 
these guidelines for using bolder colors in 
room designs.
Decide how big an impact you want to 
make. Are you looking for color overload 
or just a small focal point of vivid color? 
Remember, using bold color doesn’t mean 
every wall must be lathered in that hue. 
Instead, select one wall to serve as an accent 
point and use that spot as your bold color 
display. Otherwise, rely on bold colors to 
dress up otherwise mundane areas, such as 
the back wall of a cupboard or moldings and 
trim. 
Try bold in a small space. Many people are 
surprised at how well bold colors work in small 
spaces. Powder rooms can be an ideal spot to 
experiment with paint colors. Try deep colors 
that can make the area seem intimate and 

even exotic. Dark, bold hues can be toned 
down by different accents, such as neutral 
colored fi xtures and towels.
Go bold in the kitchen. Incorporate a 
splash of color in the kitchen without going 
overboard. Try an appliance or design fi xture 
in a bright shade. Or paint the inside of the 
cabinets in your favorite color and install glass 
inserts in the cabinet doors so that everyone 
gets a peek of the color beyond. A neutral 
kitchen also can be brightened up with the 
use of silverware, dishes, pots and pans, and 
other kitchen items featured in bold hues.
Stick to boldness on interchangeable 
items. Those who like to experiment with 
color may fi nd that they like to switch out the 
colors now and again. Instead of having to 
repaint every few months, use decorative 
items in bright shades to make swapping out 
color that much easier. For example, replace 
area rugs, throw pillows and draperies. Paint 
over terra cotta fl ower pots when the mood 
strikes. 
Establish balance. Rely on neutral furniture, 
rugs, moldings and baseboards if you decide 
to take bold colors up a notch. This will help 
create a sense of balance in the room.
Painting is a fun way to experiment with color. 
Many homeowners are not hesitant to use 
bold shades of color when they learn the 
right techniques. And because paint is an 
inexpensive option for making over a room, 
homeowners who fi nd they do not like a 
particular color can easily paint over it with a 
new color.

Create drama with 
bold paint colors
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Home renovation projects can be both 
exciting and tricky. Do-it-yourselfers are 
inspired by designs showcased in maga-

zines, websites and their own communities. 
When DIY enthusiasts see a design they like, it’s 
understandable that they may want to emulate 
these looks at home. 

Remodeling is one of the larger DIY undertak-
ings, and it goes beyond simple carpentry. 
Considering demolition, reconstruction, electri-
cal, plumbing, and masonry work may be part of 
the DIY package, homeowners who are thinking 
about renovations must first stock up on the tools 
and other supplies of the trade. Having the right 
tools can mean the difference between a job well 
done and a job that needs to be redone.

Crowbar or prybar: Before you can put in new 
construction, you might have to get your hands 
dirty with some demolition. Crowbars or prybars 

can be used to pry up wood slats, remove nails 
or remove old decking. 

Tool pouch: A tool and fastener pouch gives 
DIYers a place other than their pockets to store 
fasteners and hand tools. Pouches can be at-
tached to tool belts for added storage capacity.

Stud finder: Invest in a more fool-proof 
method of locating studs behind drywall then 
knocking on the wall. Stud finders can provide 
a picture of studs, pipes and other hidden items 
inside an entire length of wall. This is essential 
to driving nails where they belong and can also 
prevent sending fasteners into wires or nearby 
plumbing.

Level: A level is an essential tool for everyone 
from casual decorators to more involved reno-
vators. Whether hanging pictures or ensuring 
molding is parallel, levels are must-have tools 
for DIYers.

Tools of the home renovator’s trade
Safety glasses: Invest in a pair of safety 
glasses so no one working on a project deals 
with obstructed vision. Safety glasses also 
provide ample eye protection.

Extension cords: If power tools are part of 
the renovation picture, extension cords can 
safely extend power where it is needed. Be 
sure to invest in a gauge that is large enough 
to handle the amperage of your most powerful 
tool.

Measuring tape: The “measure twice, cut 
once” mantra is key to home improvements. 
To measure accurately each and every time, 
no tool chest is complete without a sturdy 
measuring tape.

Ladder varieties: Home improvements aren’t 
always at ground level. Purchase ladders of 
various heights so you can safely reach various 
areas of the home and avoid injury. Step stools, 
a step ladder and an extension ladder all have 
their purposes on the job.

Digital inspection scope: A scope lets you see 
inside walls, floors and ceilings to find the exact 
location of pipes, wires and joists. It also can be 
used to seek out the source of clogged drains or 
anywhere you desire sight into hard-to-maneuver 
areas.

In addition to these tools, brooms, shop-vacs, 
hammers, screwdrivers, wrenches and pliers can 
complete a DIYer’s basic toolbox.
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How to fix that 
sticking door
Nearly everyone has experienced a 

sticking door that just will not close 
properly. This problem may become 

more noticeable when temperatures rise and 
humidity contributes to the swelling of wood 
doors and frames. 
According to The Family Handyman, a home 
improvement resource, the standard remedy 
for alleviating a sticking door is to remove 
the door and pare down the edges that are 
rubbing so that the door will once again swing 
freely. While this can solve the problem, it 
can be a hassle, as it requires refinishing the 
pared-down edge and rehanging the door. Try 
these shortcuts first before creating more work 
than might be necessary.
Identify the problem area and rub it with a 
dry bar of soap. This should reduce friction 
and allow the door to close more easily.
Remove humidity with a dehumidifier or by 
running an air conditioning unit.
Check for loose hinges or sagging around 
the hinge. Tighten the fasteners to sure up 
the door and create better alignment.
Spray the hinges with lubricant if you 
suspect sticking is originating because of 
squeaky hinges.
Look for obstructions at the bottom of the 
door. Is the door dragging on carpeting or 
being caught on something on the floor? It 
may be a matter of simply clearing away the 
obstruction.

Just like certain exercises, home improvement projects may involve 
heavy lifting, bending, moving, and stretching. After spending much 
of the winter indoors and largely sedentary, some homeowners 
may be tempted to jump into projects with gusto when the warm 
weather returns. But that can be a recipe for injury that can sideline 
DIYers for a while. Instead, homeowners can start slowly and then 
gradually work longer hours, just as they might do when returning 
to exercise after some time off. Homeowners can see how their 
muscles feel after an hour or two while not concentrating on one 
task for too long. Homeowners who vary the tasks they tackle will 
use different muscle groups, which can reduce strain and limit 
injury risk. Whenever possible, opt for ergonomic tools that can 
reduce users’ risk of repetitive stress injuries.

Did you know?
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When the time comes to choose 
flooring for their homes, 
homeowners may be overwhelmed 

by the vast array of options at their disposal. 
The choice between carpet and hardwood 
flooring, laminate or tile is a matter of 
personal preference. People have long 
extolled the virtues of hardwood flooring, but 
carpeting can be just as stylish and provides 
a host of other benefits as well.
Carpeting insulates rooms in the summer 
and winter, adding that extra level of 
protection against the elements. Carpeting 
also absorbs sound in a home. Many 
appreciate the warmth and cozy feeling of 
carpet, especially when stepping out of bed. 
Carpeting also can increase the level of 
safety at home. According to the Carpet and 
Rug Institute, carpeting makes areas of play 
safer and may also reduce the severity of an 
injury in the event of a fall.
Today, there are many different types of 
carpeting available. Selecting the right 
carpeting for a room comes down to 
identifying the level of traffic in a particular 
room, the attributes homeowners would 
like the carpet to have and any other needs 
that fit with their lifestyles. The following 
guidelines can make carpet shopping a bit 
easier.

Type of carpeting
There are many different types of carpeting, 
some of which are best suited to certain 
situations. For example, plush and saxony 
carpets are better in low-traffic areas. 
These carpets may show footprints and 

also vacuum tracks and dirt, but they’re 
higher on the comfort spectrum than other 
types of carpet. Berber, which is more flat 
and dense, helps mask stains and tracks. 
It is durable in high-traffic areas. Textured 
carpets like frieze are cut from fibers of 
different heights, so they mask stains and 
are also softer on the feet than berber. 

Padding
Padding can impact the way carpeting 
feels and how long it lasts. It isn’t always 
necessary to purchase the most expensive 
or thickest padding. However, it is wise 
to pick a pad that matches the type of 
carpeting you’re selecting and one that 
aligns with how you plan to use the room. 
You may be able to go with a thinner pad 
in low-traffic rooms and beneath dense 
carpeting like berber. In high-traffic rooms, 
choose a thicker, more durable padding. 
Padding prevents carpet backing and fibers 
from coming apart over time. It pays to 
invest in a padding that will last as well.

Installation
Select a reliable carpet retailer and installer 
for your business. Competent installers will 
lay the carpeting in the correct manner so 
that it will look beautiful and maintain its 
durability for the life of the product. Shop 
around to find the right installer or even do 
the work yourself if you feel capable.
Take time when shopping for carpeting, 
which is a substantial investment that can 
last for many years if the right material is 
chosen and installed correctly. 

Factors to consider when choosing carpeting
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5542 Columbus Pike (U.S. 23) | Lewis Center OH

740-548-8135 | www.ncipower.com
Hours M-F 10-5, SAT 9-2 

Closed Sunday.

The DIY movement has inspired many 
homeowners to tackle home repair and 
remodeling projects on their own. DIY projects 

can be rewarding, and many homeowners who 
have embraced the DIY movement have discovered 
talents they never before knew they had.

But no matter how simple popular home renovation 
television shows make remodeling projects appear, 
homeowners should know that such undertakings 
are far more difficult than they appear on television. 
Homeowners who overestimate their abilities and 
the time they have to complete projects can cost 
themselves substantial amounts of money. In fact, 
there are a variety of reasons homeowners might 
want to work with professional contractors when 
tackling home improvement projects.

Experience
A trial and error approach can work with various 
projects and problems. But applying such an 
approach to home improvement projects is risky 
and potentially dangerous, not to mention costly. 
Experienced professional contractors with strong 
track records (seek recommendations from friends 
or neighbors) won’t have to go through trial and 
error and are therefore more likely than DIYers to 
complete a project on time and on budget.

Inspiration
One oft-overlooked benefit of working with 
professional contractors is the likelihood that they 
can draw up ideas for projects that homeowners 
might otherwise never have thought up on their own. 
Homeowners without specific ideas in mind can 
ask contractors to come up with various scenarios 
before committing to a particular one. Veteran 

contractors can draw on years of experience to 
create designs that DIYers might be incapable of 
coming up with and/or incapable of seeing through 
to completion.

Cost
Conventional wisdom suggests it’s less expensive 
to do something yourself than to hire someone else 
to do it for you, but that’s not necessarily true of 
home improvement projects. Labor costs typically 
account for a substantial amount of professionally 
contracted projects, but homeowners can cut those 
costs by volunteering to do some of the simpler 
tasks themselves. In addition, contractors often 
purchase materials at a much lower cost than 
individual homeowners because contractors buy 
in bulk. So while labor costs might be lower on 
DIY projects, the cost of materials can offset those 
savings. 

Resale value
Many homeowners renovate their homes with eyes 
on improving the resale value of those homes. But if 
homeowners want to showcase a newly remodeled 
kitchen when selling their homes, they should be 
prepared for prospective buyers to ask who worked 
on the project. Fearing potential problems down the 
road, some buyers might be put off by homes that 
were remodeled by DIYers and not professional 
contractors.

Renovating a home on your own can be a 
rewarding project for homeowners. But it’s important 
that homeowners recognize the many benefits of 
working with professional contractors before making 
any final decisions with regard to who will tackle 
their next project.

The benefits of hiring 
professional contractors
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Delaware – 25 Kilbourne rd. (NW corner Rt. 36/37 & Kilbourne) • 740-369-5454
Columbus – 1156 oakland Park ave. (East of I-71) • 614-268-3511
Dublin – 4261 w. Dublin-Granville rd. (Rt. 161 between Riverside & Sawmill) • 614-874-2400
new albanY – 5211 Johnstown rd. (Corner of Johnstown & Thompson Rd.) • 614-917-1020

• Largest selection of roses in the midwest – scores of varieties!
• Annuals & perennials

• Complete gardening lines
• Vegetables & culinary herbs
• Exotic plants - indoor & outdoor varieties
• Fruit & nut trees
• Shade & ornamental trees
• Flowering shrubs
• Evergreens
• Fertilizer, mulch, & seed
• Unique garden art
• Home decor, Gifts & More

For landscaping services, call Oakland Design at 614-268-3834

Visit our website at: www.oaklandnursery.com 
for online garden tips, the purchase of Oakland Gift Cards & more seasonal specials!
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• Largest selection of roses in the midwest – scores of varieti

We have the Largest
Selection of plants in 

Central Ohio!
*Plant Selection is seasonal

Visit our website at: www.oaklandnursery.com
for online garden tips, the purchase of Oakland Gift Cards & more seasonal specials!

    OPEN YEAR ROUND!
Hours Mon.-Sat. 8am-9pm, Sun. 9-6

Delivery service available

    Quality, Selection & Service
Let our horticulturally-trained staff assist 

you with all your garden needs

740-369-5454
DELAWARE – 25 Kilbourne Rd. 

 (NW corner Rt. 36/37 & Kilbourne)

OPEN YEAR ROUND!
Hours Mon.-Sat. 8am-9pm, Sun. 9-6

Delivery service available

• Largest selection of roses in the midwest – scores of varieties!

• Annuals & perennials

• Complete gardening lines

• Vegetables & culinary herbs

• Exotic plants - indoor & outdoor varieties

• Fruit trees

• Shade & ornamental trees

• Flowering shrubs

• Evergreens

• Fertilizer, mulch, & seed

• Unique garden art

• Home decor, Gifts & More

If you haven’t been to Oakland Nurseries, 
you simply haven’t been to a nursery!

Visit our website at: www.oaklandnursery.com
for online garden tips, the purchase of Oakland Gift Cards & more seasonal specials!

Quality, Selection & Service
Let our horticulturally-trained staff assist 

you with all your garden needs

Thank You to the 
Delaware Gazette readers forvoting us “Best Garden Center

& Best Gift Shop!”
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740-369-5454
DELAWARE – 25 Kilbourne Rd. (NW corner Rt. 36/37 & Kilbourne)

If you haven’t been to Oakland Nurseries, 
  you simply haven’t been to a nursery!

Thank You to the 
Delaware Gazette readers for 

voting us “Best Garden Center 
& Runner-Up Gift Shop!”

Discover 
Oakland’s 
Values!

Quality, Selection & Service
Let our horticulturally-trained staff assist

you with all your garden needs

all sTores oPen DailY
Delivery service available

If you haven’t been to Oakland Nurseries, 
  you simply haven’t been to a nursery!

Discover the 
OaklanD Value

Values

that

GROW!


